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What is Sustainability?
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Sustainability Ninja



“3Ps”: Planet – People – Prosperity
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4 Points + 3Ps = Green 

Organization = People

Econ Restructuring = Prosperity, People
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Design = Planet, Prosperity

Promotion = People



Not Sustainable
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More Sustainable
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Reuse

Reinvest
Retrofit
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Respect



Small, Incremental Projects

Frame What You Already Do As Green

Getting Started, Not Overwhelmed

Frame What You Already Do As Green

Not Additional Work



1. Partnerships



City Leadership: Franklin, TN



Waste Management Elvis



Many historic buildings are already energy efficient

Date Built Btu/sq. ft

Before 1920 80,127

1920 – 1945 90,234

Commercial Buildings (non malls):

2. Green Your Buildings

1920 – 1945 90,234

1946 – 1959 80,198

1960 – 1969 90,976

1970 – 1979 94,968

1980 – 1989 100,077

1990 – 1999 88,834

2000 – 2003 79,703
Source:  U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2003 Commercial Building Energy Consumption Survey



“When you strip away the 

rhetoric, preservation is 

simply having the good 

sense to hold on to things 

that are well designed, 

that link us with our past, that link us with our past, 

and that have plenty of 

good use left in them.” –

Richard Moe, NTHP



Historic Buildings Were Built to Last

Materials & energy too expensive to 
waste

Built with conservation in mind

Basic maintenance & restoration can 
leverage original energy-saving 

systems



Retractable Awnings



Transom Windows



Shiny Ceiling



Compact Urban Design & Shared Walls



Recessed Entryways



Thick Masonry & Operable Windows



White Roof – Bedford, IA



Green Roof – Cedar Rapids, IA



LEED Certification?

16M-sq ft urban complex 

76 acres,165 restaurants

New is better bias

One L Productions

Few points for 
preservation

Low performance

$$$



LEED as Guidance – Port Townsend



Green Design Guidelines



Energy Audits

Identify energy drains

Cheap Solutions!

•Insulation

U.S. EPA

•Programmable 

thermostats

•Weather stripping

•Caulking 



National Parks Service

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/download/guidelines-sustainability.pdf



Historic Windows



Weatherization



3. Green Your Streets



Rain Barrels



Stormwater Management



Stormwater Management



Stormwater Management



Gateway Projects 



Complete Streets



On-Street Recycling



Energy-efficient Street Lights



4. Green Your Businesses



Offer Guidance & Recognition



Offer Guidance & Recognition



Offer Guidance & Recognition



Green Business Directory



5. Green Your Committees

Board use “green filter” on 
work plans

Add sustainability expert to 
resource teamsresource teams

Challenge committees to 
green one project this year, 
5 next year, etc.



Messaging

Alberta Main Street 

advances efforts to 

develop Alberta 

Street as a vibrant, 

creative & creative & 

sustainable 

commercial district 

serving residents 

and visitors to our 

community.



6. Low-hanging Fruit



Green Kits, Fairmont, WV



Buy Local - Culpeper



Urban Parks - Strasburg



Urban Parks - Strasburg



Farmers Market - Lynchburg



Art By Bike - Roanoke



Green Office Habits – Orange, VA



Final Thoughts

• Engage city/many 
partners

• Set goals & 
develop plansdevelop plans

• Filter messaging/
projects within 3Ps



Final Thoughts

• Easy targets, not 
problem children

• Build ethic over 
timetime

• Small projects add 
up to big outcomes



For More Information…

www.preservationnation.org/green

www.mainstreet.org

http://blogs.nationaltrust.org/preservationnation/

Facebook: National Trust Main Street CenterFacebook: National Trust Main Street Center

Twitter: @NatlMainStreet

Andrea L Dono

Andrea_Dono@nthp.org

National Trust Main Street Center


